
JSAT Call for Papers for Special Issue: Addiction Treatment Implementation Research 

The Journal of Substance Use & Addiction Treatment seeks articles on the application of 
implementation science to the field of addiction treatment for a planned online special issue. 

Although access to evidence-based addiction treatment services has been a longstanding problem, the 
current US opioid epidemic has drawn this issue into dire national focus. Despite significant federal 
investment to curtail overdose mortality, rates continue to rise. Access to proven pharmacological and 
psychosocial treatments is challenging for many. Implementation science holds the methodological key to 
address gaps in equitable access to high quality interventions for opioid use disorders and other 
substance use disorders. A JSAT special issue highlighting new and innovative research in this field will 
be timely.  

We invite high-quality manuscripts on addiction treatment implementation research, such as: 

•
•
•
•

•

•
•

•

Hybrid effectiveness-implementation approaches
Comparative implementation strategy evaluations
Adaptations of evidence-based interventions to measurably improve reach and adoption
Using implementation research methods to increase equitable access to evidence-based
interventions in specialty and general health care, and criminal justice and social service settings
Systematic studies of partner engagement or contextual determinants in intervention or protocol
design, intervention adaptation, implementation strategy selection, and/or dissemination of
findings
Projects integrating implementation science, health economics, and policy
Studies addressing racial, ethnic, sexual, and/or gender minority populations, as well as rural
communities
Studies of sustainability or sustainment

We welcome rigorous quantitative research, rigorous theory-driven or -generating qualitative studies, 
study protocols, systematic reviews and meta-analyses. 

Authors should submit an abstract (maximum of one page) of the proposed paper to Dr. Mark McGovern 
(mpmcg@stanford.edu). Authors of selected abstracts may be invited to submit a full manuscript. 
Submitted manuscripts must be entered into Editorial Manager: 
(https://www.editorialmanager.com/josat/default.aspx). Under “Article Type” in the drop-down menu, 
select “Implementation Research” so the paper is routed to the guest editors. Articles should follow 
JSAT’s guidance for authors (https://www.elsevier.com/journals/journal-of-substance-use-and-addiction-
treatment/2949-8759/guide-for-authors). We advise authors to consult the EQUATOR Network 
(https://www.equator-network.org/) to select and follow reporting guidelines appropriate for the study 
design. 

The due date for abstracts is November 1, 2023. Abstracts will be peer-reviewed and decisions will be 
announced no later than December 15, 2023. Papers invited for submission will be due on April 15, 
2024. All submitted manuscripts will go through a rigorous peer-reviewed process, thus acceptance of 
your abstract does not guarantee publication. Accepted manuscripts will be published in print issues on a 
rolling basis and collected in an online special issue in late 2024.  

Please email any questions to the guest editors below. We look forward to receiving your abstracts! 

Guest Editors 

Mark McGovern (mpmcg@stanford.edu) 
Heather Gotham (gothamh@stanford.edu) 
Helene Chokron Garneau (Helene.chokrongarneau@stanford.edu) 
Center for Dissemination and Implementation 
Stanford University School of Medicine 


