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Background



Substance Abuse Hitting Libraries! 
• Case studies  

– Pima County Public Library, Tucson AZ
– Glendale Public Library, Glendale CA 
– Free Library of Philadelphia, PA

• WebJunction webinar on Opioid Crisis Town Hall: Library Needs 
and Responses, September 2017

• American Libraries Live: The Opioid Epidemic and Libraries—
Challenges, Resources, and More, December 2017

• Infopeople The Opiate Crisis: What Libraries Can Do, January 2018



NLM Strategies



NIH HEAL Initiative



National Network of Libraries of Medicine



NNLM National Strategy/Goal & Objectives
1. The goal of the NNLM Substance Use Awareness Task Force is 

to provide information outreach to targeted populations including 
health professionals, public librarians, K-12, public health 
workers, and state library organizations.

2. The NNLM will raise awareness of existing resources for patients, 
providers, families and educators.

3. NNLM will address the issue of substance use awareness in ways 
that will not stigmatize or reinforce stigmas.



NLM Resources



NLM Substance Use Resources List

General

• Specialized Information Services

• MedlinePlus.gov

• Drug Information Portal

• Pillbox

More Specific 

• ClinicalTrials.gov

• HealthReach

• Disaster Lit



Specialized Information Services 

• Opiate Addiction and Treatment (Enviro-Health Links)
– https://sis.nlm.nih.gov/enviro/addiction.html



SIS Topic-related Searches of NLM 
Resources
• Topic-related Searches of 

National Library of Medicine 
Resources

• PubMed

• Drug Information Portal

• MedlinePlus.gov

• NLM Catalog

• Disaster Lit



Topic-related PubMed Searches



MedlinePlus: 
https://medlineplus.gov/



MedlinePlus Opioid Abuse & Addiction page



MedlinePlus Drug Abuse page



MedlinePlus Prescription Drugs page 
Encyclopedia



MedlinePlus Medical Encyclopedia Articles

• From ADAM Health Solutions: 
• Substance use disorder

–https://medlineplus.gov/ency/article/001522.htm

• Substance use - prescription drugs
–https://medlineplus.gov/ency/patientinstructions/000798.

htm

• Opiate and opioid withdrawal
–https://medlineplus.gov/ency/article/000949.htm 



Drug Information Portal homepage

• https://druginfo.nlm.nih.gov/drugportal/ 



Drug Portal Opioid Abuse



Pillbox

• https://pillbox.nlm.nih.gov/





ClinicalTrials.gov Homepage

• https://clinicaltrials.gov/



ClinicalTrials.gov to Search



ClinicalTrials.gov Studies



ClinicalTrials.gov Example 



ClinicalTrials.gov Example continued



HealthReach Home

• https://healthreach.nlm.nih.gov/



HealthReach Featured Resources



HealthReach Results



HealthReach Example



Disaster Lit Includes: 
• Peer-reviewed scholarly 

literature

• Journal articles

• Books

• “Grey” Literature

• Reports

• Summaries

• Surveillance data

• Training materials

• Conference proceedings

https://disasterlit.nlm.nih.gov/



Disaster Lit: Resource Guide for Disaster 
Medicine and Public Health



Disaster Lit Search Results



NNLM Training, Webinars and 
Blogs



NNLM Webinars, Trainings, Blogs
• New England Region Series

– 1 Substance Use Disorders Webinar Series, 2017
– 2 Substance Use Disorders Webinar Series, 2018

• Webinar: Activate, Collaborate, and Educate: Health Outreach and 
Programming in Your Community (Tween/Teen Substance Use 
Awareness) Middle Atlantic Region (MAR)

• Resource Guide: 
– Drugs and Your Body: Myths and Facts Unveiled (MAR) 

https://nnlm.gov/mar/guides/health-outreach-and-programming/youth-
drugs-and-your-body-program

• Blogs each region
• BHIC: Bringing Health Information to the Community

– https://news.nnlm.gov/bhic/



Substance Use Awareness Language
• Not a “casserole” disease!

• Sensitivity to substance “misuse”

• Inappropriate use of prescription drugs

• Persons with …. Instead of addicts or alcoholics



BHIC: Bringing Health Information to the 
Community



BHIC Categories



Look for NNLM Funding 
• NNLM Regional Projects

– Outreach awards

• NIH HEAL Initiative
– Potential NLM funding (filtered down from NIH) 



Summary



NNLM Will . . .  

• Continue the Substance Use Awareness Task 
Force

• Create a Substance Use Awareness topic page on 
NNLM.gov

• Encourage NLM to maintain useful websites for 
health professionals, consumers and librarians

• Provide training on substance use awareness 
topics

• Promote our resources and funding to you



Reminders! 
• Remember NNLM for access to 

–NLM Resources
–Training and Webinars 
–Funding
–Partnerships



Contact us
National Network of Libraries of Medicine 

Kay Deeney, MLS, AHIP
Education & Outreach Librarian

Pacific Southwest Region (NNLM PSR)
kdeeney@library.ucla.edu


	National Library of Medicine Response to the Substance Use Crisis
	Outline! 
	Background
	Substance Abuse Hitting Libraries! 
	NLM Strategies
	NIH HEAL Initiative
	National Network of Libraries of Medicine
	NNLM National Strategy/Goal & Objectives
	NLM Resources
	NLM Substance Use Resources List
	Specialized Information Services 
	SIS Topic-related Searches of NLM Resources
	Topic-related PubMed Searches
	MedlinePlus: https://medlineplus.gov/
	MedlinePlus Opioid Abuse & Addiction page
	MedlinePlus Drug Abuse page
	MedlinePlus Prescription Drugs page Encyclopedia
	MedlinePlus Medical Encyclopedia Articles�
	Drug Information Portal homepage
	Drug Portal Opioid Abuse
	Pillbox
	Pillbox Example
	ClinicalTrials.gov Homepage
	ClinicalTrials.gov to Search
	ClinicalTrials.gov Studies
	ClinicalTrials.gov Example 
	ClinicalTrials.gov Example continued
	HealthReach Home
	HealthReach Featured Resources
	HealthReach Results
	HealthReach Example
	Disaster Lit Includes: 
	Disaster Lit: Resource Guide for Disaster Medicine and Public Health
	Disaster Lit Search Results
	NNLM Training, Webinars and Blogs
	NNLM Webinars, Trainings, Blogs
	Substance Use Awareness Language
	BHIC: Bringing Health Information to the Community
	BHIC Categories
	Look for NNLM Funding 
	Summary
	NNLM Will . . .  
	Reminders! 
	Contact us�National Network of Libraries of Medicine �

