
Northwest ATTC presents:
Finding Valid and Reliable Information on SUDs Online

Thank you for joining us!
The webinar will begin shortly.

• Got questions? Type them into the chat box at any time and they will be answered at the end of the 
presentation.

• An ADA-compliant recording of this presentation will be made available on our website at: 
http://attcnetwork.org/northwest



ATTC Network

We value your feedback on our ability to provide culturally-informed and inclusive services. 

Please email us at northwest@attcnetwork.org with any comments or questions you have for us!



Surveys

Look for our surveys in your inbox!

We greatly appreciate your feedback! Every 
survey we receive helps us improve and 

continue offering our programs.

It only takes 1 minute to complete!



Certificates
Certificates of Attendance are available for live 

viewers!

Viewing Groups: 
Please send each individual’s name

and email address to 
northwest@attcnetwork.org

within 1 business day.

Your certificate will be emailed within a week to the address you registered with.



Finding Valid and Reliable Information on SUDs

Meg Brunner, MLIS

• Librarian, University of Washington Alcohol & Drug 
Abuse Institute

• Chair, Substance Abuse Librarians & Information 
Specialists (SALIS)

• Major projects
• CTN Dissemination Library, NIDA Clinical Trials Network 

(CTN)

• Information dissemination, Northwest ATTC

• Author, “Addiction Science Made Easy”, Contemporary 
Clinical Trials



Keepin’ It Real
Finding Valid and Reliable Information about Substance Use Disorders Online
Meg Brunner, MLIS



•3 commonly accessed sources
•Steps you can take to vet them
•Recommended resources

Obligatory Objectives Slide



•News articles 
•Websites
•Online scientific journals/books

3 Common Sources



News Articles



So Many News Sources!



This Guy Probably Runs 50 News Sites



Fake News on Social Media



Understaffed and Overworked



News: Check other sources

• Look for other news stories 
about the same thing.

• Search in Google for 
keywords and click the 
“News” link

• Look for sources you’ve 
heard of 



Media Bias Chart
https://www.adfontesmedia.com/?v=402f03a963ba

https://www.adfontesmedia.com/?v=402f03a963ba


News: Go upstream



News: Source the source



News: Source the source



News: Check Yo’Self

I knew it!



Evaluating News: Recap
1. Check for other sources

2. Go upstream

3. Source the source

4. Watch for confirmation bias



• Major national newspapers
• Major regional newspapers
• FactCheck.org and FactCheck.org/scicheck
• Politifact.com
• Social media accounts:

• ADAI (@adai_uw), SAMHSA (@samhsagov), NIDA (@nidanews), ATTC Network 
(@attcnetwork and @northwestattc)

• Faces & Voices of Recovery (@facesandvoices), The Partnership 
(@thepartnership)

• News organizations
• Professional societies: ASAM (@asamorg) or AMERSA (@amersa_tweets), e.g.

Recommended News Sources





Websites: How Many Are There?

Source: internetlivestats.com



Websites: Who runs it and why?



Websites: Who runs it and why?



Websites: Who runs it and why?

The DHP Team?!



• .gov = government site (nida.nih.gov, e.g.)
• .edu = university or school site (uw.edu, e.g.)
• .org = non-profit organization – or commercial 
business

• .com = commercial business

Websites: Check the URL



Websites: Check the ads



Websites: Who wrote it?



Websites: When was it written?



Websites: Does it make any sense?
1.Does it seem logical?

2. Is it too good to be true?

3. Is it written professionally?

4. Does it confirm my bias?



Evaluating Websites: Recap
1.Who runs it and why?

2. Who wrote it?

3. When was it written?

4. Does it make sense?



Recommended Websites



Recommended Websites



Recommended Websites

adai.uw.edu/findit



Recommended Websites: Nat’l Data

adai.uw.edu/findit/datastatistics.htm



• Washington: See Find It Toolkit page for lots!

• Oregon Health Authority: Data & Statistics, Opioid Data Dashboard

• Idaho Dept. of Health and Welfare: Vital Statistics Reports, Overdose

• Alaska Div. of Public Health: Center for Health Data

Recommended Websites: State Data

http://adai.uw.edu/findit
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/DATASTATISTICS/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/PREVENTIONWELLNESS/SUBSTANCEUSE/OPIOIDS/Pages/data.aspx
https://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/Health/VitalRecordsandHealthStatistics/HealthStatistics/VitalStatistics/tabid/914/Default.aspx
https://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/Health/DrugOverdosePreventionProgram/Data/tabid/4353/Default.aspx
http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/InfoCenter/Pages/topics/alcohol_drugs.aspx


Journal Articles



You’re Kidding, Right? (No.)



Journals: Elsevier Backlash



Journals: Digitization expands reach



Journals: Digital Still Not Affordable



Open Access: Information Fly, Be Free!



Open Access: Not so “free”

OA Article Publishing Fees:
PLOS Medicine: $3000
BMJ: $4550
Elsevier: $3350
Wiley: $2400-$4000



Start at the News Article
No link to the original study

Not one of the study scientists



Check for Other Sources



Find the Article in PubMed



Is it in PubMed Central (PMC)?



Is it in PubMed Central (PMC)?

No PMCID number



Check Websites & Repositories



Skeptical Scientists



If It’s Out There, You Can Find It



Check Repositories



Check Repositories



Last Resort: Ask an Author

ResearchGate.org



Last Resort: Ask an Author



Woooooooo!



Got the Article: Now What?
1. Read the first few paragraphs of the Introduction

2. Read the Abstract

3. Read the Discussion and Limitations at the end

4. Read the Conclusion



Did the News Match the Paper?



Title

Predatory OA Publishing

RAWR!



Suspicious emails



Fake articles accepted

In this section, we discuss existing research into red-black trees, 
vacuum tubes, and courseware. On a similar note, recent work by 
Takahashi suggests a methodology for providing robust modalities, 
but does not offer an implementation.

Read more about this: 
https://www.newscientist.com/article/dn17288-crap-paper-
accepted-by-journal/#ixzz6CRAbYi6s

https://www.newscientist.com/article/dn17288-crap-paper-accepted-by-journal/#ixzz6CRAbYi6s


Fake articles accepted
In this section, we discuss existing research into red-black trees, 
vacuum tubes, and courseware. On a similar note, recent work by 
Takahashi suggests a methodology for providing robust modalities, 
but does not offer an implementation.

Read more about this: 
https://www.newscientist.com/article/dn17288-crap-paper-
accepted-by-journal/#ixzz6CRAbYi6s

https://www.newscientist.com/article/dn17288-crap-paper-accepted-by-journal/#ixzz6CRAbYi6s


Beall’s List



Real or Fake? Google it.



Real or Fake? Check Databases



Real or Fake? Check Editors



Real or Fake? Check the Site



Real or Fake? Check the Site
Global Journal of Otolaryngology (GJO)
GJO is an open open access, multidisciplinary, peer reviewed journal of Juniper 
group which publishes clinical and medical studies related to Otolaryngology 
and focuses on topics that includes Rhinitis and Rhinosinusitis, Sinonasal 
Disorders, Common Cold, Nasal Disorders, Neurotology, Laryngology, Head, 
Neck and Oral Oncology, Sinusitis etc. GJO aims to publish most-advanced and 
rigorous scientific research related to the basic science and clinical aspects of 
the auditory and vestibular system and diseases of the ear. . . .RAWR!



Real or Fake? Check for Policies



Learn more!
http://thinkchecksubmit.org

http://thinkchecksubmit.org/


Entire Webinar in 30 Seconds
1. Check the source 

2. Find/check the original source

3.



Contact me:
Meg Brunner, MLIS
meganw@uw.edu



Q&A

Questions? Please type them in the 
chat box!

?



Upcoming Events

Community-Specific Interventions and the Need for a 
Holistic Approach to Recovery

Gary Ferguson, BS, ND
February 26, 2020, 12-1pm

Join us for our next webinar!
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