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Targeted Interventions: Firearms, Culture & Clinical Care

Cultural Knowledge

Multiple sub-populations of firearm owners share common values and have overlapping motivations for
ownership and use of different types of firearms. Based on information from trusted messengers and practical
knowledge about firearms, firearm owners develop beliefs and practices to achieve different firearm safety
goals. Most commonly, the risks perceived as most relevant relate to self-defense and unintentional injury.
Beliefs and practices associated with suicide prevention have received less attention.
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* Active-duty military

* Gun dealers

* Family members
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* Locking and storage devices.
* In-home and out-of-home storage.

* Laws on firearm possession and transfer.
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Sub-populations
and motivations T.ypes of
for ownership firearms
+ Self-defense Handguns
* Hunting * Pistols
* Sport shooting / * Revolvers
competitive Long guns
* Antiques / collectibles * Rifles
* Professional use * Shotguns
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[ Values \
Safety Protection Responsibility Freedom Community
(. J
1 Trusted messengers about safety \ ( Practical knowledge |
* Law enforcement * Military veterans * Safe handling and storage for safety, loss
« Hunting/outdoor « NRA prevention and access control.
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Firearm safety goal

Beliefs

Practices

Self-defense

“Firearm availability and ready access improve
home safety.”

Concealed carry.
Staging for home defense.

Unintentional
injury prevention

“Unintentional injury is a high priority and
entirely preventable safety risk.”

Cooper’s four rules.
Safe storage practices.

Suicide prevention

Prevalence, inevitability, method substitution
“Firearm suicide is not common, not preventable,
and not related to firearm availability.”

Low engagement of practices to
manage firearm availability and
access in response to suicide risk.
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