
METHAMPHETAMINE USE AND HIV 
AMONG MEN WHO HAVE SEX WITH 

MEN IN SEATTLE, WASHINGTON
Sara Glick, PhD, MPH   (she/her)

University of Washington

Public Health – Seattle & King County

ADAI Methamphetamine Summit – Panel Discussion – June 28, 2019



High HIV Prevalence among MSM Who Use Meth
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HIV Viral Suppression among MSM and PWID
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Methamphetamine Use Trends, PWID in King County 



Injection Equipment Sharing, PWID who Inject Meth
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Evidence of Equipment Sharing between MSM and 
Non-MSM Who Inject Meth
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Ref: https://publichealthinsider.com/2018/01/08/a-new-population-may-be-at-risk-for-hiv-heres-why/





New HIV Diagnoses, King County PWID, 2008-18
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2018 HIV Cluster among PWID, Meth Use, and MSM

Largest Cluster
• No MSM
• Most homeless
• Heroin + meth use

Ref: Golden, Lechtenberg, Glick, et al. MMWR 2019



Conclusions

• MSM who use meth remain at high risk for HIV in King County, WA

• Non-MSM PWID living homeless experienced an HIV outbreak in 2018
 Limited evidence of a bridge between MSM who use meth and new cases
 Similar patterns are emerging in other urban areas

• HIV cases among PWID increased despite:
 Robust syringe services programs
 High rates of viral suppression among MSM and PWID

• Highlights the ongoing need for:
 Housing and economic opportunities for PWID
 Comprehensive (including geographically) SSPs
 Flexible approaches to HIV care for PWID to maintain viral suppression
 PrEP outreach to MSM who use meth and other PWID at increased risk
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