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Section IV. Getting Started

Explain and Ask Client To Complete Marijuana Problem Scale; Evaluate
Consequences of Marijuana Use

The Marijuana Problem Scale (MPS) (form AS5), developed by Stephens and colleagues (1994a),
is a self-report assessment that helps the client identify areas in his or her life affected by
marijuana use. It contains 19 items that represent potential negative effects of marijuana on
social relationships, self-esteem, motivation and productivity, work and finances, physical health,
memory impairment, and legal problems. The items were chosen based on existing self-report
drug abuse severity measures and on data from people who sought treatment for marijuana use. 

Some questions on the MPS are similar to those in the SCID-IV. However, the MPS is a self-report
instrument and the counselor should not base diagnostic decisions on the MPS alone. Clinical
judgment is needed to make a diagnosis of cannabis abuse. 

The counselor gives the form to the client and instructs the client to take a few moments to
respond to each item by indicating whether he or she experienced a particular problem related to
marijuana use in the past month. After reading each question, the client circles the corresponding
number on the questionnaire:

Not a problem (0) A minor problem (1) A serious problem (2).

After answering all the questions, the client gives the form back to the counselor who counts the
number of items identified as either minor or serious problems. Higher scores generally indicate
more serious problems with marijuana. However, it is important to review the specific problem
items with clients because the nature of the problems reported may be more important than the
total score. For instance, although nearly all people who use marijuana and seek treatment report
feeling bad about their use, a smaller number will indicate serious problems with friends, family,
work, or finances. Exhibit VII-1 in section VII presents the frequency of problems reported by MTP
participants. 

The counselor keeps the form and uses the information to complete the client’s PFR, which is
discussed in the next session. 

Administer Reasons for Quitting Questionnaire; Evaluate Reasons for 
Seeking Treatment

The Reasons for Quitting Questionnaire (form AS6) is based on earlier work with tobacco
cessation and has been modified based on initial results with people who use marijuana and seek
treatment (McBride et al. 1994). The 26 items assess reasons for quitting marijuana in the
following broad categories: health concerns, desire for self-control, and social and legal
influences. The counselor gives the client the form and asks him or her to take a few moments to
indicate the degree to which each reason applies to him or her using a 5-point scale:

Not at all (0) A little bit (1) Moderately (2) Quite a bit (3) Very much (4).



Following are different types of problems you may have experienced as a result of smoking
marijuana. Please circle the number that indicates whether each item has been a problem for you
in the past month.

Marijuana Problem Scale
Form AS5

Has marijuana use caused you… No
Problem

Serious
Problem

Minor
Problem

1. Problems between you and your partner 0 1 2

2. Problems in your family 0 1 2

3. To neglect your family 0 1 2

4. Problems between you and your friends 0 1 2

5. To miss days at work or miss classes 0 1 2

6. To lose a job 0 1 2

7. To have lower productivity 0 1 2

8. Medical problems 0 1 2

9. Withdrawal symptoms 0 1 2

10. Blackouts or flashbacks 0 1 2

11. Memory loss 0 1 2

12. Difficulty sleeping 0 1 2

13. Financial difficulties 0 1 2

14. Legal problems 0 1 2

15. To have lower energy level 0 1 2

16. To feel bad about your use 0 1 2

17. Lowered self-esteem 0 1 2

18. To procrastinate 0 1 2

19. To lack self-confidence 0 1 2
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To obtain the Marijuana Problem Scale (MPS) Score, add the number of items reported as either
a minor problem or serious problem. This score is used in the Personal Feedback Report (form
AS8) and compared with the scores in table C at the end of the instructions for creating the PFR.

Items circled as 1 or 2 by the client should be checked on part II of the Personal Feedback Report
(form AS8).

For Office Use

MPS Score: _____

Marijuana Problem Scale Scoring Instructions

Marijuana Problem Scale (continued)

Form AS5
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